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STI,:E!tWT OF THE PRESIOI::trr TO THE PRESS 
!{,'\i,,\'eCuwn, Pennsylvania Apri 1 1, 1979 

MY PRlt-'.ARY Pt�r·'�E IN COMING HERE IS TO UNDERSCORE MY CO�CER..'\ 

FOR THE PROBLEMS AT !1-1.(� niLE ISLAN6 AND TO ASSURE THE PEOPLE 

OF THIS AREA THAT EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IS BEI�G DONE TO COPE WITH 

THESE PROBLEMS, BC7rH AT THE REACfOR AND IN COf\"'''INCENCY PLANNING, 

I IJANT TO CO�END COVER.'lOR THORNBURGH AND C7rHER STATE 

A ND LOCAL OFFICIALS FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP AND TO EXPRESS MY ADMIRATION 

FOR THE CITIZENS OF THIS AREA WHO HAVE BEHAVED IN A CALli AND 

RESPONSIBLE MA.�llER • • •  AND FOR THE CIVILIAN AND GOVEIU�T PERSONNEL 

WHO CONTI�'UE TO DEVOTE !�SELVES WITHOUT RESERVATION TO SOLVING 

THE PROBLEliS AT THE REACfOR SITE. 

THE IJORKl�G RELATIONSHIP A�ONG STATE, LOCAL AND FEDERAL 

AUTHROITIES HAS BtE� GOOD AND PRQDUCTIVE. 

THE PRIM.�; AND OVERRIDL'lG CONCERN FOR US ALL IS THE HE!._. H 

A.'lD SAFJ:T'l OF TilE PEOPLE PF THIS AREA. AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, IF WE 

ERR, I UA.'lT IT TO BE ON THE SIDE OF SAFETY AND CAUTION. 

I HAVE LEAR.�ED THAT RADIATIO� IS BEING CLOSELY MONITORED 

THROUGHOUT THE REGION SO THAT ANY T�O TOWARD HIGHER LEVELS 

WnL B E  INSTA.'·m.Y RECOQHZED, AND PROPER PRECAL"'''I�NS TAKEN. 

lolE HAVE ASSEMBLED A TEAM OF TilE NATIONS 
1 

LEADING 

EXPERTS TO MONtOR THIS SITUATION AND RECO�END METHODS TO COOL DO'-'N 

THE REAI:rOR TO A SAFE LEVEL. 

I AH INFORMED THAT THE SITUATION AT THE REACfOR IS RELATIVELY 

STABLE �T PRESENT. 7 9 0 53 0 0 �:2£/ 
!IOWEVERM WITHIN TilE NEXT FEW DAYS, IMPORTANT DEC IS IONS 

WILL BE MADE ON HOW TO SUtrr DO\oo'N THE REACTOR. AS AL1.1AYS, TilE PRiliARY 

CONSIDEltATION AS THESE DECISIONS ARE HADE, WILL BE HEALTH A.'m SAFETY • 

IF NECESSARY, YOUR COVER.'IOR WILL ASK 'lOU 1 THE PEOPLE OF 

� ••.r •• 
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THIS AREA. TO TAKE APPROPRrATE ACTION TO EN:iURE YCJUR SAFETY. 

IF AND wliEN HE DOES, I WANI' TO URGE THAT THESE INSTRUCTIONS 

BE FOLLOWZD CAL'ILY AND EXACTLY AS THEY HAVE BEEN IN THE PAST. 

IT IS TOO EARLY TO MAKE JUDGMENTS ABOtrr THE LESSONS 

FOR US ALL FROH THIS INCIDENT. ONCE THE JOB OF SATISFACTORILY 

DEALING WITH THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS IS COMPLETE , THERE 

� 

HUST BE A THOROUGH Ifii''IU!RY lh"TO TI!E EVENTS HERE THAT WnL 

ANSWER TltE rUESTIONS THAT EXIST IN THE M!NDS OF THE A.'!ERICAN 

PEOPLE. 

I L"ll'END TO HAKE SURE THAT SUCH AN INVESTIGATION 

IS CONDUCTED, AND THAT THE RESULTS ARE MADE PUBLIC. 
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